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EVOLUTION OF SOCIOLOGICAL CONSCIOUSNESS IN 
THE UNITED STATES 



ALBION W. SMALL 
University of Chicago 



ABSTRACT 



A series of American discussions of method is here arranged in chronological 
order; to show stages in the evolution of consensus that progress in social science 
demands elaboration of a technique for specialized treatment of group aspects of human 
experience. 

Since 1874 there has been at first gradual, later rapid, develop- 
ment of sociological consciousness in the United States. A few 
men began to have a suspicion rather than a perception that con- 
ventional interpretations of human experience were uncentered, 
uncorrected, unconvincing. They began to grope about for a 
more favorable point of view, angle of approach, method of dis- 
covery and exposition. The movement gained momentum and 
scope. The men actuating it did not work in concert. Often, so 
far as they knew, they were working at cross-purposes. Together 
they were unconsciously carrying on a complementary trial and 
error investigation. It eliminated many illusory clues and it 
tended to focalize the attention of all in common directions. The 
outcome thus far is a much more homogeneous sociological con- 
sciousness than many of the sociologists themselves realize. (Rela- 
tion to simultaneous evolution of social consciousness is not con- 
sidered in the present exhibit.) 

Recapitulation of this evolution of sociological consciousness is 
indispensable to thorough understanding of the sociological con- 
tribution to social science, or of the indicated function of sociologists. 
The following titles represent only a fraction of the labor that has 
gone into the accomplished process. The series selected is typical 
rather than complete. The members of the series often reinforce 
one another not by agreement but by conflict. They stand for 
the vigorous action and reaction which have at last produced a 
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sociological state of mind that none of the participators in the 
movement could have anticipated. With a few exceptions the 
titles are arranged chronologically. Together the exhibit reflects 
one of the most distinct advances from chaos to system, from 
confusion to clearness, in the history of human thought. Acquaint- 
ance with this movement, and perception of the relations of the 
several movements within the movement as factors in an evolution 
of thinking, as indicated by the following sequence or an equivalent, 
is essential to responsibility as a sociologist. 

To repeat: These essays are to be studied most profitably not 
as so many real or attempted additions to the material of knowledge, 
but each as a conscious or unconscious movement in an evolutionary 
process which has eventuated in ability to look for, and at, and into, 
and forward from, past and present relations between human beings 
with more objective vision than has ever before been trained upon 
social reality. 

At each step this American movement has been also a function 
of a European movement. For purposes of primary orientation 
the fact is sufficiently indicated in the literature here cited without 
extending the following list for proportional attention to European 
writers. 

1. Spencer: The Study of Sociology. 

2. Ward: Dynamic Sociology (1883) . 

3. Ward: "Mind as a Social Factor," Mind (Vol. IX, No. 36, London, 
Oct., 1884) pp. 563-73. Reprinted in Glimpses of the Cosmos, III, 361. 
Cf. Small, Review of Same, American Journal of Sociology 1 XIX (1014), 

659- 

4. Ward: "The Place of Sociology among Sciences," A.J.S., I (1895), 16. 

5. Small: "The Era of Sociology," A.J.S., I, 1. 

6. Worms: "Sociology and Political Economy," A.J.S., I (1895), 146. 

7. Small: "Static and Dynamic Sociology," A.J.S., I (1895), 195. 

8. Hobson: "Mr. Kidd's Social Evolution," A.J.S., I (1895), 299. 

9. Thomas: "Scope and Method of Folk-Psychology," A.J.S., I (1895), 434. 
10. Tufts: "Recent Sociological Tendencies in France," A.J.S., I (1896), 446. 
n. Vincent: "The Province of Sociology," A.J.S., I (1896), 473. 

12. Small: "Scholarship and Social Agitation," A.J.S., I (1896), 564. 

13. GrDDiNGS: Principles of Sociology (1896). 

14. Small: Review of Giddings' Principles, A.J.S., II (1896), 288. 

"Hereafter abbreviated asA.J.S. 
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i5.*Northcott: "The Sociological Theories of Franklin H. Giddings," 

A.J.S., XXIV (1918), 1. 
i6.*Giddings: "Pluralistic Behavior. A Brief of Sociological Theory 

Restated," A.J.S., XXV (1919), 385, 539. 

17. Small: "Schaeffle, Bau und Leben des socialen Korpers," A.J.S., II 
(1896), 310. 

18. Spencer: Principles of Sociology. 3 vols. (1876 sq.) (Acquaintance with 
general plan and contents of the work; not thorough reading.) 

19. Small: Review of Vol. Ill of above. A.J.S., II (1897), 741. 

20. Small: Review of Ward's Dynamic Sociology, 2d ed., A.J.S., III (1897), 
no. 

21. Small: Review of Giddings' Theory of Socialization, A.J.S., III (1897), 
in. 

22. Small: "The Sociologists' Point of View," A.J.S., III (1897), 145. 

23. Small: The Meaning of the Social Movement," AJ.S., Ill (1897), 340. 

24. Ross: Review of Ward's Outlines of Sociology, A.J.S., III (1898), 859. 

25. Ellwood: "Prolegomena to Social Psychology," AJ.S., IV (1899), 656, 
807; V (1899), 98, 220. 

26. Small: Review of Giddings' Elements of Sociology, A. J.S., IV (1901), 543. 

27. Schaeffle: Review of Ratzenhofer's Soziologische Erkenntniss, A.J.S., 

IV (1901), 528. 

28. Small: "Scope of Sociology," A.J.S., V (1902), 506, 617, 778. 

29. Small: Review of Mackintosh's From Comte to Benjamin Kidd, A.J.S., 

V (1900), 123. 

30. Small: Review of Schmoller's Grundriss, A.J.S., VI (1901), 423. 

31. Ward: "Contemporary Sociology," A.J.S., VII (1901-2), 476, 629, 749. 

32. Cooley: Human Nature and the Social Order (1902). 

33. Ross: Review of Giddings' Inductive Sociology, A.J.S., VTI (1903), 557. 

34. Ross: Social Control (1901). 

35. Small: Review of Ross's Social Control, A.J.S., VII (1902), 288. 

36. Small: "What Is a Sociologist?" A.J.S., VHI (1904), 468. 

37. Ward: Pure Sociology (1903). 

38. Small: Review of Ward's Pure Sociology. A.J.S., VIII, 710, IX, 404, 
567, 703. (1903 sq.) 

39. The sociological papers in the Proceedings of the St. Louis Congress of 
Arts and Science. V (1904), 787-882, viz: 

1. Giddings: "The Concepts and Methods of Sociology" (p. 785). 

2. Vincent: "The Development of Sociology" (p. 800). 

3. Ratzenhoeer: "The Problems of Sociology" (p. 815). 

4. Tonnies: "The Present Problems of Social Structure" (p. 825). 

5. Ward: "Evolution of Social Structures" (p. 842). 

6. Thomas: "The Province of Social Psychology" (p. 860). 

7. Ross: The Present Problems of Social Psychology (p. 869). 

*Particularly important as indicating the course of development of Professor 
Giddings' theory. 
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(Advanced students should consider the foregoing series in connection with 
the previous papers in the same volume in the section Mental Science (pp. 577— 
774) and the general papers in Volume II under the head Historical Science 
(pp. 3-53), in Volume VH under titles Economics, (pp. 7-262), Politics (pp. 263 - 
354), Jurisprudence (pp. 450-84). 

40. Ellwood: "Is Society a Psychical Unity?" A.J.S., X (1905), 666. 

41. Small: "The Scope of Sociology," A.J.S., X (1004), 26. 

42. Small: "The Subject-Matter of Sociology," A.J.S., X (1904), 281. 

43. Small: "A Decade of Sociology," A.J.S., XI (1905), 1. 

44. Hayes: "Sociological Construction Lines," A.J.S., X (1905), 623, 750. 

XI (1905, 1906), 26, 623. XII (1906), 5. 

45. "Organization of American Sociological Society," A.J.S., XI (1906), 555. 

46. "First Circular of American Sociological Society," A.J.S., XI (1906), 681. 

47. Ross: "Foundations of Sociology" A.J.S., XII (1905), 735; also XII 

(190S), 579- 

48. Small: Review of Ross's Foundations, A.J.S., XI (1905), 129. 

49. Small: General Sociology (1905). 

50. Vincent: "Varieties of Sociology," A.J.S., XII (1006), 1. 

51. Ward: Applied Sociology (1906). 

52. Fogel: "Professor Hayes's Sociological Construction Lines," A.J.S., XII 
(1907), 822. 

53. Cooley: "Social Consciousness," A.J.S., XII (1907), 675. 

54. Small: "The Relation between Sociology and Other Sciences," A.J.S., 

XII (1906), 11. 

55. Hoxie: " Sociology and the Other Social Sciences: A Rejoinder," A.J.S., 
XII (1907), 739- 

56. Small: "Points of Agreement among Sociologists," A.J.S., XII (1907), 

633- 

58. Howard: Review of Ward's Applied Sociology, A.J.S., XII (1907), 854. 

59. Woods: "Progress as a Sociological Concept," A.J.S., XII (1907), 779. 

60. Small: "Are the Social Sciences Answerable to Common Principles of 
Method?" A.J.S., XIII (1907), 1, 209, 393, 399. 

61. Small: "Ratzenhofer's Sociology," A.J.S., XIII (1908), 433. 

62. Sumner: Folkways (1907). 

63. Small: "The Meaning of Sociology," A.J.S., XIV (1908), 1. 

64. Thomas: Source Book for Social Origins (1909). 

65. Cooley: Social Organization (1909). 

66. Ross: Social Psychology (1908). 

67. Vincent: Review of Ross's Social Psychology, A.J.S., XIV (1909), 681. 

68. Small: "The Vindication of Sociology," A.J.S., XV (1909), 1. 

69. Ford: "The Pretensions of Sociology," A.J.S., XV (1909), 96, 244. 
(Cf. p. 259.) 

70. Ellwood: "The Science of Sociology: A Reply," A.J.S., XV (1909), 
105. 
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71. Ellwood: "The Psychological View of Society," A.J.S., XV (1910), 
721. 

72. Giddings: "The Social Marking System," A.J.S., XV (1910), 721. 

73. Small: "The Sociological Stage in the Evolution of the Social Sciences," 
A.J.S., XV (1910), 681. 

74. Small: The Meaning of Social Science (1910). 

75. Ward: "Sociology and the State," A.J.S., XV (1910), 672. 

76. Bernard: "Transition to an Objective Standard of Social Control," 
A.J.S., XVI (1910-n), 171, 3°9, 519- (Cf. XVII, 852.) 

77. Hayes: "The 'Social Forces' Error," A.J.S., XVI (1911), 613, 642. 

78. Hayes: "The Classification of Social Phenomena," A.J.S., XVII (1911), 
90, 188, 375. 

79. Ellwood: "Marx's Economic Determinism in the Light of Modern 
Psychology," A.J.S., XVII (1911), 35. 

80. Ellwood: Sociology in Its Psychological Aspects (1912). 

81. Thomas: "Race Psychology, with Particular Reference to the Immigrant 
and the Negro," A.J.S., XVII (1912), 725. 

82. Small: " General Sociology," article in Appleton's Cyclopaedia of American 
Government reprinted in AJ.S., XVIII (1912), 200. 

83. Small: "The Present Outlook of Social Science," A.J.S., XVIII (1913), 
433- 

84. Pound: "Legislation as a Social Function," A.J.S., XVIII (1913), 755. 

85. Boodin: "The Existence of Social Minds," A.J.S., XIX (1913), 1. 

86. Burgess: The Function of Socialization in Social Evolution (1913). 

87. Oppenheimer: The State (1914). 

88. Small: "The Evolution of a Social Standard," A.J.S., XX (1914), 10. 

89. Small: "The Bonds of Nationality," A.J.S., XX (1915), 629. 

90. Schmoller. "On Class Conflicts in General," Trans., A.J.S., XX (1915), 
5°4- 

91. Park: "The City: Suggestions for the Investigation of Human Behavior 
in the City Environment," A.J.S., XX (1915), 577. 

92. Boodin: "Value and Social Interpretation," A.J.S., XXI (1916), 65. 

93. Burgess: "The Social Survey," A.J.S., XXI (1916), 492. 

94. Small: "Fifty Years of Sociology in the United States," A.J.S., XXI 
(1915), 721. 

95. Hayes: Introduction to the Study of Sociology (1915). 

96. Ellwood: "Objectivism in Sociology," A.J.S., XXII (1916), 289. 

97. Barnes: "Sociology before Comte," A.J.S., XXIII (1917), 174. 

98. Groves: "Sociology and Psychoanalytical Psychology," A.J.S., XXIII 
(1917), 107. 

99. Ellwood: An Introduction to Social Psychology (1917). 

100. Thomas and Znaniecki: The Polish Peasant in Europe and America. 
Vol. I. Methodological Note and Introduction (1917). 

101. Todd: Theories of Social Progress (1917). 
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102. Hayes: "Sociology and Ethics," A.J.S., XXIV (1918), 289. 

103. Cooley: Social Process (1918). 

104. KocousEKand Wigmoee: Evolution of Law (1918). 

105. Barnes: "Two Representative Contributions of Sociology to Political 
Theory (Sumner and Ward)," A.J.S., XXV (1919), 1, 150. 

106. Small: Title: "Sociology" in Encyclopedia Americana (1919). 

107. Bernard: "The Objective Viewpoint in Sociology," A.J.S., XXV 
(1919), 298. 

108. Bxishnell: "Scientific Method in Sociology," A.J.S., XXV (1919), 41. 

109. Taylor: "The Social Survey and the Science of Sociology," AJ.S., 

XXV (1920), 731. 

no. Ross: Principles of Sociology (1920). 

in. Small: Review of Ross's Principles of Sociology, AJ.S., XXVI (1920) 
no. 

112. Cooley: "Reflections upon the Sociology of Herbert Spencer," A.J.S., 

XXVI (1920), 129. 

113. Small: "A Prospectus of Sociological Theory," A.J.S., XXVI (1920), 22. 

114. Giddings: "Further Inquiries in Sociology," Proceedings of the American 
Sociological Society, XV, 60. 

115. Park: "Sociology and the Social Sciences," A.J.S., XXVI, 401 and 
XXVII, 1, and in Park and Burgess, Introduction to the Science of Sociology. 

116. Bodenhafer: "The Comparative R61e of the Group Concept in Ward's 
Dynamic Sociology and Contemporary Sociology, "A J.S. , XXVI (1920-21), 
273, 425, 588, 7i6. 



